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Letter from the President 

Dear members, 

Once again, it is an honour to address you as president of ACECH to share a summary of our 

main activities carried out during 2024, a period marked by growth, the consolidation of 

initiatives and greater visibility for our scientific community in Switzerland, but also in Spain. 

Over the past year, we have organised several events, including scientific seminars, personal 

and professional development workshops, and networking meetings. I would like to highlight 

the success of our first event held in Madrid, the Conference on Innovation in the Field of 

Biomedicine: A Swiss Perspective, held at the headquarters of the Ramón Areces Foundation 

in Madrid, which brought together more than 120 participants and featured prominent 

speakers who carry out their research activities in Switzerland in both the academic and 

industrial fields. 

In addition, we continue to strengthen our collaborations with institutions such as the Spanish 

Embassy in Bern, the Swiss Embassy in Madrid, the Ramón Areces Foundation and other sister 

associations in Europe within Raicex. As a result of this work, we launched the buddy 

programme, which has already connected many young researchers who have recently arrived 

in Switzerland with established professionals in various fields. 

In 2024, we also strengthened our digital presence by revamping our website and expanding 

our activity on social media to improve the dissemination of our actions and facilitate access 

to resources and opportunities for our members. 

I would like to sincerely thank all of you who, with your time, ideas and enthusiasm, have 

made this fruitful year possible. ACECH continues to grow thanks to a community committed 

to knowledge exchange and mutual support. 

Best regards, 

Santiago Fernández González, 

President of the Association of Spanish Scientists in Switzerland (ACECH). 
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Vision and Goals 

ACECH is an independent non-profit organization created by and for the community of 

Spanish researchers in Switzerland. Funded in November 2017 and managed entirely by 

volunteers, the association aims to serve as a network for mutual support and strengthening 

the collaboration between Spain and Switzerland by channelling and disseminating the 

interests and activities of its members to the authorities and civil societies of both countries.  

The work of the association develops around four main goals: 

● Representative – Representation of the Spanish research community in Switzerland 

to the Spanish and Swiss authorities. 

● Social – Support and collaboration between members. 

● Informative – Scientific dissemination. 

● Sponsoring – Promotion and mediation to create and reinforce collaborations 

between Spain and Switzerland. 

 

Main goals of ACECH 

These goals are carried out through a series of both continued and eventual activities 

including networking, social and scientific events for members and the public, distribution of 

relevant information among members, development of mentoring and support tools for 

young researchers and newcomers, collaboration with the Office for Education on outreach 

activities and bilateral discussions with the Spanish Embassy and Ministry for Education to 

advocate for better return opportunities and promote positive transformations of the Spanish 

science system. 

ACECH belongs to the Network of Spanish Researchers Abroad (Red de Asociaciones de 

Investigadores y Científicos Españoles en el Exterior, RAICEX). This network, formed by 17 

associations registered in different countries, appears as an answer to the growing need to 

join and represent the community of expatriate Spanish researchers interested in sharing and 

transferring their competencies and acquired knowledge in a global and multilateral scientific 

context under a common frame. 
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Structure 

In 2024 the structure of the ACECH board was as follows:  
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The board duties were distributed as follows in 2024: 

● Santiago González  President  
● Raquel Rouco   Vice-president 
● Natalia Méndez Carmona        Secretary 
● María Rodríguez   Treasurer 
● Julia Coronas   Communication manager   

 
The volunteers were distributed into the different work groups:  

● Silvia Crespo    Events and Social media  
● Daniel Rodríguez   Web & Communication 
● Lucas Morales Moya               Web & Communication 
● Miriam López Ferreiro  Communication & events  
● Arantxa Agote Aran                   Communication & events 
● Marcos Vazquez Nuñez  Communication  
● Pablo Sinues    RAICEX liaison & events 
● David Salido Monzú                   Volunteer events 
● Alejandro Giraldo Fonseca       Volunteer events 
● Fran Piernas Diaz                        Volunteer events  

 
Any new incorporations or changes occurred during 2024.  
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Members 

A summary of the types of memberships and their benefits are shown in the following table: 

Advantages and rights of ACECH memberships 

 Full Members Associated 
Members 

Updates about activities and Scientific Events ✔ ✔ 

Free Attendance at Events ✔   

Newsletter ✔   

Linkedin Acech Group (job offers, networking)  ✔   

Dissemination of Scientific Publications  ✔   

Executive Board and Task group involvement ✔   

Personal Development (grants, courses, 
mentorship) 

✔   

Attendance and Vote in the Annual General 
Assembly 

✔   

Annual Fee (CHF) 50 / 25* Free 

*Students and unemployed members 

By the end of 2024, a total of 38 scientists are Full Members with all the rights described in 

the statutes of the Association. Besides, other advantages offered were free attendance and 

funding support for travelling to our scientific events, membership of RAICEX, publications 

dissemination, networking, and access to our LinkedIn group where the job offers are posted. 

Moreover, around 129 scientists, who showed their interest in ACECH, received general 

information about our events and activities as Associated Members (Friends).  

Some other figures and statistics updated (December 2024) can be found in the next graphics:  
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Geographical distribution of the members (Dec 2024) 
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ACECH Activities 

GinebrACECH 
Geneva - 27.04.2024 

Socializing is just as important as science, which is why we held several social events this year, 

such as the GinebrACECH. Some of our members enjoyed the sights of the city and a delicious 

Spanish lunch. 
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Swiss Science Spanish Made 
Madrid - 05.07.2024 

One of the main objectives of the Association of Spanish Scientists in the Swiss Confederation 

(ACECH) is to promote and raise awareness of the scientific work conducted by Spanish 

researchers in Switzerland. With this goal in mind, we organized this event, which is intended 

to be held biennially and focused this year on the field of Biomedicine, an area in which 

Switzerland is an international leader. We brought together seven prominent Spanish 

researchers who conduct their research at Swiss institutions. In addition, we featured two 

speakers associated with companies founded in Switzerland by Spanish researchers, aiming 

to increase the visibility of their companies in the Spanish market and foster collaboration 

with Spanish companies and research groups. The event aimed at both Spanish researchers 

and companies interested in establishing collaborations with the participants.  

The event consisted of an opening session led by Raimundo Pérez-Hernández y Torra, 

Santiago Fernández González, Eva Ortega-Paino, Hanspeter Mock, and María Celsa Nuño 

García, followed by two rounds of talks—five talks each—given by ten different speakers: 

Olaia Naveiras, César Nombela, Alejandro Ocampo, Santiago Fernández González, Arnau 

Espinosa, Mireia Sospedra, Covadonga Pañeda, Adrián Martínez de la Torre, Raquel Rouco, 

and Juan Enríquez Traba. 
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VI General Assembly 2024  

Zurich - 19.10.2024  

On October 19th, we held our 6th General Assembly in Zurich, and it was a success! The main 

aim of the General Assembly was to explain the association’s statutes and objectives, the 

types of members and quotas, and to ratify the members of the board of directors. The board 

also explained the process of creation of the ACECH and some potential future activities. The 

ACECH planned the event to serve as a platform to receive comments and proposals from 

interested attendants. Additionally, we had a couple of micro talk sessions covering topics as 

varied as the academic-industry transition, tools for detecting false authorship in literary 

works, microchips, yeast in particle accelerators, bacterial biofilms, artificial intelligence, 

super-elderly people, and tattoos. 

We were also fortunate to have Futurlife presenting, the talk was on how food influences our 

health and the benefits of chocolate. It was a pleasure to count on these two wonderful 

scientists for the event! To wrap up the day, we enjoyed a guided tour of the Lindt Museum. 

It was the perfect activity to run after getting knowledge about cacao and chocolate.  

It was a day full of science and learning in the best company! 
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Evento Salud Mental 
Zurich - 16.11.2024  

Mental health is a crucial aspect of well-being, yet it is often overlooked, especially in the 

scientific community, where high-pressure environments, competition, and constant self-

evaluation can take a toll. One of the most pervasive challenges scientists faces is impostor 

syndrome, the persistent feeling of not being good enough, of not deserving their 

achievements, and of fearing that one day they will be "exposed" as frauds. This can lead to 

anxiety, burnout, and even discourage talented individuals from pursuing their careers 

further. It is essential to make this issue visible, to foster open discussions, and to create 

supportive environments where researchers feel valued and recognized for their work. By 

addressing mental health openly, we can break the stigma, promote well-being, and ensure 

that the scientific community thrives not only in innovation but also in personal fulfillment 

and resilience. 

This is how the first mental health event was born. Some ACECH members wanted to raise 

awareness about this important topic, connect with fellow scientists, and foster empathy 

within the association. We all experience similar fears at some point, and it is essential not to 

feel alone. 

We had an amazing time together; this is just the beginning! More events will follow! 
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ACECH - Spanish Embassy in Switzerland Activities 

Institutional Visit to the Blue Brain Project & Wyss Center of 

Neuroengineering 
Geneva - 21.02.2024 

ACECH was invited to take part in the meeting between the Spanish delegation accompanying 

the Secretary General for Science, Eva Ortega Paino, to learn first-hand about the activities of 

the Blue Brain Project and the Wyss Center.   
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Round Table with the Cajal Institute & the Blue Brain Project: 

Leveraging Simulation Neuroscience 
Geneva - 12.06.2024 

On the occasion of the celebration of the Cajal year, the Spanish Embassy in Switzerland, 

together with the Cajal Institute and the Blue Brain Project organised a round table to pay 

tribute to Ramón y Cajal and to review the latest discoveries of the Blue Brain Project and the 

future of neuroscience.  

 

Spanish Digital Health Mission to Switzerland 
Bern - 20-21.10.2024 

ACECH attended to the Digital Health mission to Switzerland where five successful Spanish 

startups eager to get acquainted with the amazing Swiss ecosystem presented their pitches. 

Furthermore, ACECH had the opportunity to experience the entrepreneurship ecosystem 

first-hand by visiting the Sitem StartUp Club (SSC). 
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2nd Event on Research and Entrepreneurship 
Lausanne - 06.11.2024 

The Embassy of Spain in Switzerland, in collaboration with the UASP (University Association 

for Spanish People), organized the second conference on research and entrepreneurship at 

the university. As part of the event, ACECH was invited to present the association and to 

assist in inviting some of the speakers. The event was opened by Anna Fontcuberta-Morral, 

current President of the EPFL, together with Ambassador Celsa Nuño.During the event, 

attendees learned from entrepreneurs and experts in the field of entrepreneurship, while 

also enjoying a great opportunity for networking. 
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DESAFIA Switzerland 
Lausanne - 06.11.2024 

ACECH attended the final pitching session of the Program Desafia at the Residence of the 

Spanish Embassy in Bern, hosted by Spanish Ambassador Celsa Nuño. The nine participants 

Spanish startups presented interesting projects covering several fields of entrepreneurship. 

  

ACECH – Zurich Consulate 

Zurich - 23.11.2024 

The historic Kantonsschule Hottingen in Zurich hosted the fourth edition of the "Science and 

Music Evening," an event organized by the Spanish Consulate in Zurich and the Ateneo 

Popular. The evening combined science and art to offer an enriching experience for the 

Spanish-speaking community and enthusiasts of both disciplines. Francisco Rabena, Consul 

General of Spain, opened the event, highlighting the importance of connecting science, art, 

and society. Professor Pablo Sinués Martínez-Lozano, a leading researcher in biomedical 

engineering at the University of Basel, captivated the audience with his presentation on how 

innovations in virtual reality, robotics, and diagnostic technologies are shaping the future of 

healthcare. 
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ACECH – ALCE - UNIGE 

Geneva  – 19-21.03.2024 

ACECH participated in an event organized for ALCE students at the Department of Romance 

Languages and Literatures at UNIGE, where we introduced ACECH and shared the experiences 

of some of our members as Spanish students, highlighting how speaking Spanish has 

influenced their scientific careers. This event was part of a series of sessions aimed at 

explaining how knowledge of Spanish can benefit their university studies at UNIGE.  

 

 ACECH – RAICEX -AECID 

Madrid - 23.11.2024 

ACECH, as a member of RAICEX, participated once again in the IX Conference on Science, 

Technology and Innovation Diplomacy for Spain held at the FundaciónRamón Areces. In 

addition to attending the public session, ACECH participated in the working table on 

Innovation, Development and Research in the Public-Private Environment, as well as in the 

General Assembly of RAICEX. It also had the opportunity to get to know first-hand the ONAC, 

with which RAICEX is establishing ties to collaborate.  
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ACECH – RAICEX  

Commission for science policy and diplomacy  
From ACECH as part of RAICEX we aim to contribute from our experience to the improvement 

and development of a scientific framework in Spain. We have a science policy committee 

inside our association. This allowed us to be part of the RAICEX science policy and talent 

attraction committee to work in close contact with its sister societies of Spanish researchers’ 

members of RAICEX. Thus, we were involved in specific actions such as writing proposals in 

response to the public consultation on the Draft Royal Decree on the evaluation of research 

staff in OPIs and teaching and research staff in public universities or on the proposal of the 

Ministry of Science, Innovation and Universities on the accreditation of university teaching 

staff in the EU. 

 

https://raicex.org/sobre-nosotros/comisiones/politica-y-diplomacia-cientifica/ 

 

 

 

https://raicex.org/sobre-nosotros/comisiones/politica-y-diplomacia-cientifica/
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Commission for science and business 
In 2024, RAICEX created a new Science and business Commission. One of the commission's 

main objectives is to establish itself as an influential agent in key forums focused on 

development and innovation within the academic and industrial spheres, while actively 

participating in major platforms where recommendations related to science, technology, and 

business investment are formulated. Recognizing the importance of entrepreneurship and 

innovation within the Swiss research ecosystem, ACECH joined the commission to contribute 

the perspective of Spanish researchers, scientists, and entrepreneurs based in Switzerland. 

 

https://raicex.org/sobre-nosotros/comisiones/ciencia-y-empresa/ 

 

ACECH Buddy Program 

The buddy program carried out by the Association of Spanish Scientists in the Swiss 

Confederation (ACECH) is focused on providing a guide to all those Spanish scientists residing 

in Switzerland who need help with any management related to arrival in the country, and/or 

issue.  

There are two roles you can play here. If you've been in Switzerland for a while and are willing 

to offer your help, you can sign up as "I want to be a buddy". However, if you are one of those 

who are looking for help, you can sign up as "I want to have a buddy."  

Here are the link and the contact email, respectively https://forms.gle/5rXnPigA8PkEpq8VA 

and asoacech@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

https://raicex.org/sobre-nosotros/comisiones/ciencia-y-empresa/
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Newsletter & social networks 

An important pillar of ACECH is communication (AKA Marketing, Media or Press). The 

members responsible for the Board together with some voluntary members are in constant 

collaboration to perform marketing activities and improve communication between the 

members and the Board. Together, they work on:  

● Newsletter: a new newsletter is sent, every two months, to all the active members and 

includes the latest news and job opportunities relevant to Spanish Scientists living in 

Switzerland.  

● Social media: Job opportunities, news, activities etc. are regularly posted on the Social 

Platforms (Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter). Commonly shared posts also take place with other 

associations (e.g., RAICEX, Spanish Embassy). 
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El rincón de ACECH (ACECH’s corner) 

Every two months, a member of ACECH is interviewed about their research to give them 

visibility. The interviews are published on our website and are shared on our social networks.  

https://www.acech.ethz.ch/?page_id=997 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revista ALP.ES 

Extracts from El Rincón the ACECH, focused on showcasing the most positive things of living 

and working both in Switzerland and Spain from the viewpoint of our interviewees, were 

published along with an introduction to ACECH’s mission, in the 3rd edition of the ALP.ES 

journal from the Spanish Council of Education in Switzerland and Austria: ALP.ES nº3. 

Alejandro Giraldo Fonseca 

February 2024 

Isora Castilla 

December 2023 

Julia Coronas Serna 

April 2024 

Juan Enríquez Traba 

June 2024 

https://www.acech.ethz.ch/?page_id=997
https://www.libreria.educacion.gob.es/libro/alp-es-no3-revista-de-la-consejeria-de-educacion-en-suiza-y-austria_184389/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1SFHmM-T68e8CmruE9jS5FIR3h9b48QLjUJug14aKiYeR_mWQrGkKlvms_aem_ATR2zacrJB2z_-zNXRaJXVfxATB1Mok6zaPZJSDO5DQY5SktVFADLhAwZhk5REfrEyAy6UMAm8F75WAqp8A-dJRg
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Treasurer Report 

During the year 2024, the Ramón Areces Foundation as well as the Spanish Embassy in 

Switzerland together with membership fees provided enough money to run all the activities 

mentioned above. The total amount of income (15.043 CHF) and the expenditure (12095.8 

CHF) were as follows:  

Income 2024: 

 

Member Fees 1.575 CHF 

Spanish Embassy in Switzerland 4.000 CHF 

Ramón Areces Foundation 9.468 CHF 

Total 15.043 CHF 
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Expenditure 2024:  

 

 

Administration 154.89 CHF 

Representation Expenses 771.77 CHF 

Events 13467.69 CHF 

Taxes 389 CHF 

Total 14783.35 CHF 
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Sponsors and Partners 

Fundación Ramón Areces 

 

FECYT: Fundación Española para la Ciencia y la Tecnología 

 

AECID: Agencia Española de Cooperación Internacional para el Desarrollo 

 

Embajada de España en Suiza 

 

RAICEX: Red de Asociaciones de Investigadores y Científicos Españoles en el Exterior 

 

Contact 

You can find more information on www.acech.ch, and contact and follow ACECH on: 

Email: info@acech.ch 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/aso_acech 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/acech/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AsoACECHSuiza/ 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/aso_acech/ 

http://www.acech.ch/
mailto:info@acech.ch
https://twitter.com/aso_acech
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acech/
https://www.facebook.com/AsoACECHSuiza/
https://www.instagram.com/aso_acech/

